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Background notes from the Spokespersons' service for journalists.
The European Commission reserves the right to make changes.

Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 November:
The EU at the G20 Summit in Brisbane, Australia — Supporting global recovery

Tuesday 18 November:
European Commission improves access to rail travel for passengers with reduced mobility



Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 November:

The EU at the G20 Summit in Brisbane, Australia — Supporting global recovery

The news:

At the G20 summit in Brisbane (Australia) the President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker,
and the President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, will push for the adoption of a strong
Brisbane Action Plan on Growth and Jobs to put the G20 collectively on a higher growth trajectory.

This and the European Union's views on other key issues on the summit agenda (financial regulation, tax
avoidance/tax evasion, development, anticorruption and energy matters) are reflected in the joint letter to
EU Heads of State and Government of 21 October 2014.

The background:

The G20 leaders' process has been co-initiated in 2008 by the European Union. The G20 members are
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Italy, India, Indonesia, Japan, Mexico,
Republic of Korea, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United States and
the European Union.

The European Union thus is a full member of the G20 and is usually represented at G20 summits by the
President of the European Commission and the President of the European Council.

The Brisbane Summit is the 9th edition of the Group of 20 (G20) Summit of the world’s major advanced
and emerging economies. Together, the G20 members represent around 90% of global GDP, 80% of
global trade and two-thirds of the world’s population. This year, Australia welcomes Spain as a permanent
invitee; Mauritania as the 2014 chair of the African Union; Myanmar as the 2014 Chair of the Association of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN); Senegal, representing the New Partnership for Africa's Development;
New Zealand; and Singapore. The 10th edition of the G20 Summit will be hosted by Turkey in 2015.

The event:

e Pre-Summit Press Conference with European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and European
Council President Herman Van Rompuy in the G20 International Media Centre, Brisbane, Australia, on
Friday 14 November at 23:30 Brussels time (Brisbane time: Saturday 15 November at 08:30).

e Available on EbS

The sources:

— Useful background information on the EU and G20 issues can be found in the brochure
Did you know...? Facts and figures about the European Union and the G20:
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/docs/g20-brisbane en.pdf

— Joint letter from the Presidents of the European Commission and the European Council ahead of the
Brisbane G20 Summit: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release MEMO-14-600 en.htm

— G20 website of the Australian Presidency: https://www.g20.org/

The contacts:

Margaritis Schinas, +32 2 296 05 24, Margaritis.Schinas@ec.europa.eu
Mina Andreeva, +32 2 299 13 82, Mina.Andreeva@ec.europa.eu
Natasha Bertaud, +32 2 296 74 56, Natasha.Bertaud@ec.europa.eu
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Tuesday 18 November:

European Commission improves access to rail travel for passengers with reduced mobility

The news:

On 18 November, the European Commission will adopt a regulation to improve the access to rail travel for
persons with disabilities and persons with reduced mobility. These new technical requirements (Technical
Specifications for Interoperability-TSI) will among others make tactile walking surface indicators mandatory
in stations and increase the door opening width. Also, in trains there will be a requirement for a minimum
lighting in all train areas as well as flatter ramps in wheelchair areas.

The new rules will be applicable as of January 2015 across the whole European railway network. More
citizens with disabilities and reduced mobility will thus be able to take the train under improved conditions.
The Commission will adopt at the same time a full set of revised TSIs. These new rules will simplify the
technical requirements for railway and extend them to the whole railway system in the EU. This will have
other benefits, including facilitating the circulation of trains across the EU and simplifying the legislation for
industry and administration.

The background:

Technical Specifications for Interoperability (TSI) are adopted in accordance with the Interoperability rules
(Directive 2008/57/EC), and they define the technical and operational standards which must be met in
order to ensure that trains can run throughout Europe without technical problems and meet the essential
requirements (safety, reliability and availability, health, environmental protection, technical compatibility
and accessibility). TSIs cover all aspects of the rail systems, such as infrastructure, energy, rolling stock,
traffic operation and telematics applications for passengers and freight services. These improvements to
accessibility are also in line with the objectives of Regulation (EC) 1371/2007 on rail passengers' rights and
obligations and notably its provisions on the rights of persons with disabilities and persons with reduced
mobility to access and assistance when travelling by rail.

The sources:
Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport website:
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/rail/interoperability/interoperability/index_en.htm

The contacts:
Jakub Adamowicz, +32 229 50595, jakub.adamowicz@ec.europa.eu
Joshua Salsby, +32 229 72459, joshua.salsby@ec.europa.eu
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