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Abstract

(For the Session ‘’Information Systems Engineering”)

The Internet evolution has changed the way people communicate and express their ideas and feelings. However, Internet has also changed the way society treats people and the balance of power.  In this context, we collect a two-month sample from two widespread, daily Greek newspapers (BHMA & KATHIMERINH) and we apply a systematic content analysis in order to investigate the reflection of Internet into the modern common consciousness. 

In this paper, we indicate some interesting features of Information Technology (IT) and study the way these features are reflected in modern society, through media. From one hand, the loss of space that Internet conveys and from the other hand, the loss of time that traditional Information Technologies achieves, can change dramatically modern societies. Also, this fusion of Internet and IT achievements creates an eruptive package of prospects and promises for the contemporary citizens. Through this fusion, the promise of “technology” (i.e. to solve a lot of modern society problems) seems to be enforced. 

In this new world, the press not only represents Internet as simple medium of communication, but mainly as a necessary tool to eliminate problems directly related to the traditional bureaucratic organization of society. This dominant, common perception becomes an object for political utilization in the general communicative, party and individual, game of politics. Politicians, exploiting the idea of Internet and IT integration, try to persuade that a high level of “evolution” has taken place in our society. As a result, IT and Internet encounters great publicity. Many political announcements advertise that new services via Internet are provided, improving the “State Bureaucracy”.

The dominant logic, which has deep philosophical and cultural roots in rationalism, is deceived and finally encapsulated in a simple phrase: “Internet and IT will save our society not only from “technical nature” problems (that is a logical statement), but additionally from virtually “social” problems, such as corruption and ineffective ability to administrate”. The investment of hopes and prospects in Internet is very superficial. It is based to the strong devotion to “science”. However, it ignores the deep social structures that should take many years to change and a lot of common effort.
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