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TOWARDS A MATURE UNDERSTANDING OF “CULTURE”
IN INFORMATION SYSTEMS SECURITY RESEARCH

Insights from Research

Jill Slay', Kathy Darzanos', Gerald Quirchmayr'? and Andy Koronios'.
"University of South Australia, School of Computer and Information Science, Mawson Lakes, Australia; *Universitiit
Wien, Institut fiir Informatik und Wirtschafisinformatik, Austria

Abstract: Recent IS research (Straub et al., 2002) comments that cross-cultural research in IS ‘‘remains in its
infancy’’ because of the ‘‘lack of unanimity about the underlying meaning and definition of the
underlying construct ‘‘culture’’’’. This paper explores the understanding of culture as expressed in
current IS research and draws on theories from anthropology as applied in science education to broaden
this understanding.

Keywords:  IT security, culture, security of global information systems.

About the Authors

Dr Jill Slay is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Computer and Information Science at the
University of South Australia. She was born in England and achieved her PhD in at the Curtin
University of Technology. Her research interests include Information Warfare and IT Security.
Jill can be reached by e-mail at jill.slay@unisa.edu.au or through her home page at
http://people.unisa.edu.au/Jill.Slay

Mrs Kathy Darzanos is a Lecturer in the School of Computer and Information Science at the
University of South Australia. She was born in Australia and her research interests include E-
Commerce and Health Informatics. Kathy can be reached by e-mail at
Kathy.darzanos@unisa.edu.au or through her home page at http://people.unisa.edu.au
/Kathy.Darzanos

Professor Gerald Quirchmayr is Professor at the University of Vienna Institute for Applied
Computer Science and Information Systems - Department for Information Engineering and
Adjunct Professor of the School of Computer and Information Science at the University of South
Australia. He was bom in Austria and achieved his Doctoral studies at
Johannes Kepler University Linz. His research interests include E-Commerce and IT Security.

Please, do not Reproduce without Permission. Copyrights Reserved by the Authors



J. Slay,K. Darzanos,G. Quirchmayr and A. Koronios

Gerald can be reached by e-mail at Gerald.Quirchmayr@unisa.edu.au or through his home page
at http://www.ifs.univie.ac.at/~gq/

Professor Andy Koronios is Head of the School of Computer and Information Science at the
University of South Australia. He was born in Greece and achieved his PhD at the University of
Queensland. His research interests include E-Commerce and IT Security. Andy can be reached by
e-mail at andy.koronios@unisa.edu.au or through his home page at http://people.unisa.edu.au
/Andy.Koronios



