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IT ACQUISITION: THE NEED FOR A SYSTEMIC IT
STRATEGY

Examples from Nepal and Venezuela
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Abstract: This paper will explore the argument that some developing countries, Nepal andVenezuela in particular,
would benefit from a national systemic information technology (IT) strategy that enhances and
accelerates the processes of development. Furthermore, some of the issues surrounding IT acquisition in
these two countries will be discussed, recognizing that a complex and dynamic interaction of common
national forces and not the focus of a single factor must be considered when designing national
strategies. Here the authors highlight a number of preliminary suggestions to incorporate an IT systemic
approach (Checkland, 1981) for the overall socio-economic development in both countries.
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