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Abstract: Despite the increase in the design and implementation of large-scale IS within and across organizations, 
in the IS field there is lack of understanding of exactly what large-scale IS involve and how they evolve 
over time. At the same time there have been ongoing debates among IS researchers about the nature and 
concept of today’s information systems, the core subject matter in the IS field. This paper offers a new 
way of conceptualizing (large-scale) IS as social institutions and discusses theoretical and practical 
implications. This paper is part of an on-going project to develop an institutional theory for the IS field, 
Dynamic Institutional Theory (DIT), as a meta-framework that can provide adequate levels of 
explanations for several emerging issues related to large-scale IS. 
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